
Jumpstart’s vision is that every child in America enters kindergarten prepared to succeed. For nearly 25 years, 
Jumpstart has been making progress toward that goal by training thousands of college students and older 
volunteers to deliver an evidence-based program that fosters the development of language, literacy, and social-
emotional competencies in young children from low-income communities across the country. Jumpstart firmly 
believes that the most e�ective way to unlock the potential of each and every child and disrupt cycles of persistent 
poverty in our country is to ensure that high-quality early education taught by qualified and e�ective educators is 
available to all.

We know that early education works. High-quality preschool has a significant impact on children’s literacy, math, and 
social-emotional learning, and has lasting benefits, including increased high school graduation rates and lifetime 
earnings, and reduced crime and teen pregnancy. Many policymakers know it works too. The progress made in cities 
like New York City and Washington, D.C., and states such as Oklahoma and Iowa should be applauded. Yet, even 
places with the most advanced early education policies are still leaving children behind. Other states, meanwhile, 
with few intentional and enriching early education opportunities, are making no progress for our youngest learners 
who demonstrate the greatest need. With every passing day of inaction, more children are arriving to kindergarten 
without having had the early learning experiences that set them up for success. Thus, the foundation of Jumpstart’s 
policy advocacy agenda is early childhood education. We believe now is the time for a true commitment to ensuring 
that all children have access to a�ordable, high-quality early learning opportunities. Jumpstart supports investment 
by federal, state, and local governments in existing proven early education programs and future evidence-based 
programs that will deliver on the promise of opportunity to all young learners. In particular, Jumpstart advocates for:

During the next Head Start reauthorization, Jumpstart will support an increase in the number of high-quality 
early learning slots Head Start is able to provide, a raise in Head Start educator salaries in line with that of 
their peers in public early education, and full-day, full-year programming.

Head Start and Early Head Start

At the federal level, Jumpstart advocates for states to utilize Title I funds to support early learning programs 
in low-income communities. Jumpstart also supports the continued alignment between early education and 
K-12 in federal agencies, as well as state and local alignment between local early education and K-12 agencies.

Title I funding for early education

Jumpstart supports increased investment in Preschool Development Grants at the federal level and supports 
states that wish to apply for or are current recipients of the federal grant funding.

Preschool Development Grants

Jumpstart supports state and local legislation and funding proposals that drive an agenda of accessible, 
high-quality early education provided by well-trained and appropriately-compensated educators.

Local early education initiatives

To learn more, visit jstart.org/policy
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